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Our dear friend diligently pursued his gospel 
labours amongst his brethren end fellow Chris- 
tians of various denominations, not ouly in com- 
pany with his wife, but in some parts of the 
Union to which his own concern ouly extended. 
Toward the close of 1835, they returned to their 
native land, having paid a very general visit to 
Friends on the American continent, amongst 
whom their religious engagements were very 
acceptable and edifying; as appears by the testi- 
monials from many meetings in that land. After 
his return home, he was diligently concerned to 
occupy with the talents committed to his trust. 
Ife was actuated by an expansive benevolence. 
To the poor and afflicted, his heart and his hand 
were alike open; and he liberally contributed to 
relieve the necessitous, of whatever clime or 
colour. The extension of the blessings of general 
education, the dissemination throughout the 
world, of the holy Scriptures, and the wide distri- 
bution of religious books and tracts, engaged a 
large portion of his time and energies. Few have 
more perseveringly laboured to promote the eman- 
cipation of the enslaved Africans, and to plead 
for the restoration of their rights as men. He 
continued also to sanifest his dedication to the 
cause of Christ, by frequently, in company with 
his wife, paying visits of gospel love to the mect- 
ings, and, in various places, to the families of 
Friends, in this land. He was also similarly en- 
gaged in Ireland and Scotland. It was during a 
visit to the latter country, that, in the year 1840, 
he became seriously affected by the indisposition, 
which, at length, terminated his useful life. He 
had been united with his wife in holding meet- 
ipgs in some places in that nation, and he left her 
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for a few days, in order to attend the half-year’s 
meeting at Aberdeen, held on 17th of Kighth mo. 
Daring the several meetings for worship, as well 
as in that for discipline, he was engaged in the 
ministry, in a manner which was remarked to be 
strikiugly impressive and living. After the con- 
cluding meeting, he expressed to a friend, that he 
believed his day’s work was nearly over, and that 
he often felt symptoms in his head that warned 
him of it. He attended the meetings at Kin- 
muck and Stonehaven, previously to rejoining his 
wife; and on the 28th of the same month, was 
suddenly seized while at Montrose, with a para- 
lytic attack, from which it scarcely appeared pro- 
bable he would be again raised up. His mental 
faculties were, at this time, mercifully preserved; 
and his spirit was, in a remarkable manner, 
enabled in humble confidence, to lay hold on the 
hope set before us in the gospel. About five 
days afier the commencement of his illness, he 
dictated the following message to a particular 
friend: “I wish her to know that I am passing 
wearisome days and nights! and that my only 
desire is that I may be admitted into the pearl 
gates ; and that I trust a/one to that merey which 
was extended to the thief on the cross, and to the 
man, at the eleventh hour, to be where I shall for 
ever join in singing the song of Moses and the, 
Lamb.” On the 19th of Ninth month, three 
weeks after the seizure, he dictated a letter to the 
same friend, from which the following is an ex- 
tract: ‘Thou knowest I never set a high estimate 
on works, though I do consider them indispensable 
proofs of our faith, yet I think I never viewed 
them, as more poor and insignificant, than at the 
present moment; so disproportioned to that lové 
and mercy which have encompassed us. Besides, 
if any good works have been wrought, it is only 
through the ability that He giveth; and they aré 
not our works, but Ais ; therefore, no praise to 
the creature—but only to him, to whom all praise 
is due. This thou knowest better than I can tell 
thee—Oh! for more gratitude of heart, rightly 
to appreciate all the favours and mercies bestowed 
upon us. Iam thankful to inform thee, that I 


have gone on, from day to day, wonderfully sup- 
ported, and I trust, improving amidst feelings of 
extreme weakness.”” The deep sense thus evinced, 
that he was but an unprofitable servant, appears 
to have been the prevailing covering of his hum- 
ble spirit, as is manifested by the following 
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strikingly instructive lines, dated 30th of the same | 
month: “ Whilst musing upon my bed, I have | 
not only thought, but felt, that there is no room | 
a boasting. When we consider the mercy and | 
ove with which we are upheld, and the tight that | 
has been bestowed, how do all merit and self- 

complacency vanish, like the mist before the sun ; 

and, in lieu thereof, how do our short-comings, 

our multiplied omissions and commissions, rise 

into view before us, and cover us with shame and 

confusion of face ; that truly all boasting is utterly 

excluded, and to sit as with the mouth in the 

dust, is the only proper place for poor, frail, 

erring mortals, to be found in, at the feet of him, 

before whose face the earth and the heaven fled 

away. When we reach that period, when the 

veil is about to be rent, which separates us from 

the world of spirits, how do all earthly consider- 

ations appear as the dust in the balance ; and how 

are our wants and desires circumscribed, and con- 

centrated in that all-important one, that, through 

adorable mercy, the pearl gates may be opened, 

and an entrance administered into the everlasting 

kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. What an 

anchor to the soul is this blessed hope in his 

mercy! sure and steadfast, amidst all the swell- 

ings of Jordan.” In the Eleventh month, after 

being permitted to reach his own home, he dic- 

tated the following lines, which evinced the con- 

tinued deep exercise of his spirit, that he might 

experience fully the work of sanctification. “ ‘It is 

a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God ;’ but I hope that he, in whom [ trust, will 

not permit me to be deceived, but will remove 

every film that may veil the truth from mine 

eye; that I may indeed know every record against 

mec, wholly blotted out, through the blood of the 

immaeulate Lamb, ere I go hence; that all may 

be removed, that cannot enter the kingdom of 

purity and peace.” 

On the 30th of Tenth month, 1841, in allusion 
to the enfeebled state of his own health, and of 
that of a beloved brother, he expressed himself as 
follows: “I have no doubt it is wisely ordered, 
that we may more completely feel our own 
nothingness, and continued dependence upon 
‘him, in whom we live, and move, and have our 
being ;? and I much wish that we may rightly 
appreciate the abundant blessings bestowed upon 
us, and be frequently engaged, gratefully to num- 
ber them.” In a subsequent letter, after enu- 
merating several beloved friends, who had recently 
been removed from this militant state, he says : 
‘7 have no wish toadd to the gloom of the aspect 
of things amongst us, but the present does indeed 
gecm a scrious time, from the number of our dear 
friends who have been of late removed from this 
state of being;—but, though the church be 
stripped, we may thankfully confide in him, who 
is her only Head, and knows herevery need.” It 
was his especial concern, that in the appropriation 
of the temporal possessions that were intrusted to 
him, he might prove himself a good steward ; he 
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repeatedly requested a friend, who was in fren: 
correspondence with him, to be faithful ig ges. 
ing his endeavours, rightly to dispense of };, 
abundance ; and many were the channels throy,) 
which his benevolent heart sought to alleviate {),, 
wants of his fellow-creatures, being ever ¢ po), 
to distribute, willing to communicate.” He w,, 
far from insensible to the peculiar dangers jy,;. 
dent to those who are possessed of much wealth, 
On this subject he remarks: “ The possession of 
large property not only involves the most serioys 
responsibility, but is also constantly and neces. 
sarily accompanied with strong and peculiar temp. 
tations, to which those in humble life are eo. 
paratively strangers. The injunction of oy 
blessed Lord to the young man who had great 
possessions, seems the only sufficient remedy fy 
that disposition of the mind, which would mak: 
the things of the world the chief object of desire 
and pursuit—‘ Sell all, and thou shalt have trea. 
sure in heaven, and come, follow me! [ can. 
not, however, entertain any other persuasion thon 
that the root of the evil is, not so much the pos. 
session of property, in instances where the divine 
blessing has rested on the affairs of individuals, 
as in the undue and inordinate pursutt of it, and 
of the things of this world; which may and doe 
exist in every class of society, of whatever rank, 
from the cottage to the throne ; so that I consider 
it is the devotion of the heart to the aequircwent 
of wealth, and to the pleasures of this life, which 
is so much to be lamented; inducing, as it does, 
the placing of our affections on things on the 
earth, rather than on things above.” In another 
letter, after dwelling on the many blessings which 
he received at the Lord’s hand, he adds: “ How 
should my heart glow with gratitude to him, for 
his abundant merey towards me, of which I am 
constrained to confess myself to be wholly un- 
worthy. And oh! may the prayer be availing, 
that when the tribulations of this present time be 
over, my soul may inherit the treasures of a bliss- 
ful eternity, through the merits and adorable 
merey of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the ouly 
ground of our faith, and hope of our acceptance 
hereafter.’? Our dear friend often evidenced that 
it was the abiding and fervent concern of his soul, 
that the love of God, and ‘ theunity of the Spirt 
in the bond of peace,’ might prevail amongst us; 
and lively was his interest in all that concerned 
the welfare of our religious society. Some of his 
feelings in reference to this subject are pourtrayed 
in the following extracts from letters written pre- 
vious to and during the yearly meeting of 1842. 

“ Looking towards your assemblies, my feelings 
of interest are awakened in a lively manner, no! 
only for those individuals who are peculiarly deat 
to myself, but for the church at large. It is my 
earnest desire that you may be richly favoured 
with the overshadowings of him who ean fill yout 
hearts and minds with the abundant streams of 
his consolation; that divine blessings may indee 
be showered down upon you, to your mutual 











comfort, and ‘to the edifying of the body in love.’ 
My heart is with all that labour in the work of 
the Lord, and I salute them in the language of 
the apostle, ‘ Peace be to the brethren, and 
love, with faith from God the Father, and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ.’ It is cheering to see 
friends under different circumstances, each occu- 
pying with the gifts intrusted to them, though 
very various one from the other. Whilst this is 
the ease, whether possessing the one, or the five 
talents, individuals, as well as the church, will 
prosper, and our adorable Head will be glorified 
by his own works. And I desire that all of us, 
who exhort others, may so submit to the effectual 
operation of the fire and the hammer, as to hold 
out the invitation, by our own example, to follow 
us as we follow Christ.” 

Our beloved friend, who had been sufficiently 
recovered to be able frequently to attend religious 
meetings once in the day, and, at times, to ex- 
press very sweetly, though in a feeble voice, his 
gospel solicitude for the spiritual welfare of his 
fellow-members, now felt a strong desire to meet 
with his friends once more in their collective capa- 
city as a yearly meeting ; and he came to London 
in time to attend several of the meetings, towards 
the conclusion of this annual assembly; and, al- 
though unable to rise from his seat, he was con- 
cerned to address his brethren and sisters with 
much fervency and weight. He returned home, 
without having apparently suffered froin the jour- 
ney; and the exertion of body and of mind was, 
to his feeling and devoted heart, amply compen- 
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through adorable merey, drop into the arms of its 
blessed Redcemer ! then will all the desires of my 
heart for myself be granted me.” Jonathan 
Backhouse attended his own quarterly meeting 
on third day, the 4th of Tenth month, 1842, and 
took part in the concerns of the discipline ; evine- 
ing his apprehension that his stewardship was 
nearly fulfilled, by resigning certain offices which 
he had long acceptably held. ‘Two days after this, 
he wasat the week-day meeting in Darlington, and 
was engaged in ministering to thoseassembled. On 
the evening of the following day, after retiring to 
rest he became suddenly affected with alarming ill- 
ness,and ina few minutes expired. Shortindecd was 
the summons, but there is good ground to believe 
that he was found watching for the coming of his 
Lord, and that, through the merey of God in 
Christ Jesus, his spirit was made meet for an in- 
heritance with the saints in light, to unite in their 
endless song of praise “to him who sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb.” He was aged 
nearly 64 years. Precious is the savour which 
his memory has left behind in the hearts of many ; 
and by it, “ he being dead yet speaketh.” 


From the National Era. 
INSTRUCTION OF IDIOTS. 

Some five years ago the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, at the suggestion of several benevolent 
gentlemen, whose attention had been turned to 
the subject, appointed a Commission to inquire 
into the condition of the idiots of the Common- 


sated by the satisfaction which he derived from | wealth—to ascertain their numbers, and whether 
having thus evinced his unabated love to his holy | anything could be done in their behalf. 


Redeemer and to the church. 
As the solemn period drew nigh, when, con- 
sistently with the design of infinite wisdom, our 


| 


beloved friend’s earthly course was suddenly to | 


close, his mind seems to have been remarkably 
prepared for the awful event, and, although there 
does not appear to have been in his state of health, 
any unusual indication of its approach, yet the 


manner in which he was evidently contemplating | varied schemes of benevolence. 


he commissioners were Dr. Samuel G. Howe, 
so well and honourably known for his long and 
arduous labors in behalf of the blind, Judge By- 
ington, and Gilman Kemball. 

The burden of the labour fell upon the chair- 
man, who entered upon it with the enthusiasm, 
perseverance and practical adaptation of means 
to ends, which have made him so efficient in his 


On the 26th of 


the close of life, is evinced by the following ex- | the 2d month, 1848, a full report of the results 
tracts of two letters, penned within a few weeks | of this labour was made to the Governor, accom- 
of his decease. In speaking of the illness of an | panied by statistical tables and minute details. 
aged friend, he says: “ We, who are so far ad-| One hundred towns had been visited by tho 
vanced in our course to the grave, cannot be sur- | chairman or his reliable agent, in which five hun- 
prised at finding very increased debility to attend | dred and seventy five persons in a state of idiocy 
these mortal frames, in their approach to the | were discovered. ‘Lhese were examined carefully, 
house appointed forall the living. Knowing how | in respect to their physical as well as mental 
little we can do, either for ourselves or our dear | condition; no inquiry being omitted which was 
children, it leads one to cling with comfort to the | calculated to throw light upon the remote or im- 
invitation of him who said, ‘ Let thy widows and | mediate causes of this mournful imperfection in 
thy fatherless children trust in me;’ and who has | the creation of God. The proximate causes Dr. 
promised to be ‘a father to the fatherless, and a| Howe mentions are to be found in the state of 
judge for the widow:—surely then, we leave | the bodily organization—deranged and dispropor- 


them under better care than our own, one who 


tioned by some violation of natural law on the 


can and will provide.” “I must consider my | part of the parents or remoter ancestors of the 
present condition a precarious one, and life sus- | sufferers. Out of 420 cases of idiocy, he had 
pended as on a thread, and when infinite wisdom | obtained information respecting the condition of 


sees meet that it should be cut, may my poor soul, : the progenitors of 359; and in all but four of 
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these cases he found that one or the other, or 


both of their immediate progenitors had in some |the usual command of muscular moti 
way departed widely from the condition of health; | languid body obeyed not the service of the ;, 


they were scrofulous, or predisposed to affections 
of the brain, and insanity, or had intermarried 
with blood relations, or had been intemperate, or 
guilty of sensual excesses. 

Of the 575 cases, 420 were those of idiocy 
from birth, and 155 of idiocy afterwards. Of 
the born idiots, 187 were under 25 years of age, 
and all but 13 seemed capable of improv ement. 
Of those above 25 years of age, 73 appeared in- 
capable of improvement in their mental condi- 
tion, being helpless as children at 7 years of age. 
Forty-three out of the 420 seemed helpless as 
children at two years of age, and 33 were in the 
condition of mere infants. Two hundred and 
twenty were supported at the public charge in 
alms-houses. <A large proportion of them were 
found to be given over to filthy and loathsome 
habits, gluttonny and Just, and constantly sinking 
lower towards the condition of absolute brutishness. 

Those in private houses were found, if possible, 
in a more deplorable state. Their parents were 
generally poor, feeble in mind and body, and 
often of very intemperate habits. Many of ‘them 
seemed scarcely able to take care of themselves, 
and totally unfit for the training of ordinary 
children. It is the blind leading the blind; im- 
becility teaching imbecility. Some instances of | 
the experiments of parental ignorance upon idi- 
otic offspring, which fell under the observation of | 
Dr. Howe, are related in his report. 
children were found with their heads covered 
over with cold poultices of oak bark, which the 
foolish parents supposed would tan the brain and 
harden it, as the tanner does his ox-hides, and so 
make it capable of retaining impressions and 
remembering lessons. In other cases, finding 
that the child could not be made to comprehend 
anything, the sagacious heads of the houschold, 
on the supposition that its brain was too hard, 


tortured it with hot poultices of bread and milk, 


to soften it. Others plastered over their child- 


ren’s heads with tar. Some administered strong 


doses of mercury, to “solder up the openings” 
? 5 


in the head and make it tight and strong. Oth- 
savage gluttonny ‘of. their 


ers encouraged the 
children, stimulating eale unnatural and bestial 


appetites, on the ground that “the poor creatures’ 


had nothing else to enjoy but their food, and 
they should have enough of that!’ 
In consequence of this report, the Legislature, 


in the spring of 1848, made an annual appropri- 
ation of $2,500, for three years, for the purpose 


of training and teaching ten idiot children, to be 
selected by the Governor and Council. The trus- 
tees of the Asylum for the Blind, under the 
charge of Dr. Howe, made arrangements for re- | 
ceiving these pupils. The school was opened in 
the autumn of 1848 ; and its first annual report, 
addressed to the Governor, and printed by order 
of the Senate, is now before us. 


Idiotic | his uffections begin to develop; and there i is ever) 
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Of the ten pupils, it appears that not one },, 


iT —~the 


becile will. Some could walk and use 4), 
limbs and hands in simple motions; others ey); 
only make slight use of their muscles, and jy, 
were without any power of locomotion. 

One of these last, a boy six years of age » Whi 
had been stupefied on the day of his Lirt) 
the application of hot rum to his head, 
scarcely see cr notice objects, aud was = 
destitute of the sense of touch. He could nei}, 
stand nor sit upright, nor even creep, but wou) 
lie on the floor in whatever position he was y), oo 
He could not feed himself, nor chew solid foes 
and had no more sense of decency than an infant 
His intellect was a blank; he had no knowlege. 
no desires, no affections. A more hopeless ck 
ject for experiment could scarcely have been « 
lected. 

A year of patient endeavour has nevertheless 
wrought a wonderful change in the condition ¢ 
this miserable being. Cold bathing, rubbing of 
the limbs, exercise of the muscles, exposur 
the air, and other appliances, have enabled hiy 
to stand upright, to sit at table and feed hims|f 
and chew his food, and to walk about with slight 
assistance. His habits are no longer those of 4 
brute ; he observes decency, his eye is brighter, 
his cheeks glow with health, his countenance 
more expressive of thoug ht. He has lean 
many words, and constructs simple sentenecs 


prospect that he will be so far renovated as to 
able to provide for himself in manhood. 

In the case of another boy, aged twelve years 
the improvement has been equally remarkal le 
The gentleman who first called attention to him, 
na recent note to Dr. Howe, published in the | 
report, thus speaks of his present condition : 
“When I remember his former wild and «- 
most frantic demeanor when approached by any 
one, and the apparent impossibility of commun: 
cating with him, and now see him standing in 
his class, playing with his fellows, and willing’y 
und familiarly approaching me, examining whet 
I give him, and when I see him already selecting 
articles named by his teacher, and even ccr- 
rectly pronouncing words printed on cards—in - 
provement does not convey the idea present 
to my mind—it is creation—it is making bia 
anew.” 

All the pupils have, more or less, advanced. 
Their health aud habits have improved, and there 
is no reason to doubt that the experiment, at the 
close of its three years will be found to have 
been quite as successful as its most sanguine prc 
|jectors eculd have anticipated. Dr. Howe bes 
been ably seconded by an accomplished teacher, 
James B. Richards, who has devoted his whelt 
time to the pupils. Of the nature and magnitult 
of their task, an idea may be formed only by co 
sidering the utter listlessness of idiocy—the i 
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capability of the poor pupil to fix so ae 
upon anything, and his general want of suscepti- 
pility to impressions. All his senses are dulled 
and perverted. Touch, hearing, sight, smell, are 
ell more or less defective. His gluttony is un- 
accompanied with the gratification of taste—the 
most savory viands and the offal which he shares 
with the pigs equally satisfy him. His mental 
state is still worse than his physical. Thought 
is painful and irksome to him. His teacher can 
only engage his attention by strenuous efforts, 
Joud earnest tones, gesticulations and signs, and 
a constant presentation of some visible object of 
bright colour and striking form. The eye wan- 
ders, and the spark of consciousness and intelli- 
gence, which has been formed into momentary 
brightness, darkens at the slightest relaxations 
of the teacher’s exertions. The names of ob- 
jects presented to him must be repeated hundreds 
of times before he can learn them. Yet the pa- 
tience and enthusiasm of the teacher are rewarded 
by a progress, slow and unequal, but still, marked 
and manifest. Step by step, often compelled to 
turn back and go over the inch of ground he had 
gained, the idiot is still creeping forward ; and 
by almost imperceptible degrees, his sick, cramped 
and prisoned spirit casts off the burden of its 
body of death—breath as from the Almighty is 
breathed into him, and he becomes a living soul. 

After the senses of the idiot are trained to 
take note of their appropriate objects, the various 
perceptive faculties are next to be exercised. 
The greatest possible number of facts are to be 
gathered up through the medium of these facul- 
ties into the storehouse of memory, from whence 
eventually, the higher faculties of mind may 
draw the material of general ideas. It has been 
found difficult, if not impossible, to teach the 
idiot to read, by the letters first, as in the ordi- 
nary method; but while the varied powers of the 
three letters, A, a, ¢, could not be understood by 
him, he could be made to comprehend the com- 
plex sign of the word Aat, made by uniting the 
three. 

The moral nature of the idiot needs training 
and development as well as his physical and 
mental. All that can be said of him, is, that he 
has the latent capacity for moral development and 
culture. Uninstructed, and left to himself, he 
has no ideas of regulated appetites and propensi- 
ties, of deceney and delicacy of affection, and 
social relations. The germs of these ideas, 
Which constitute the glory and beauty of hu- 
manity, undoubtedly exist in him, but there can 

ho growth without patient and persevering 
culture. Where this is afforded, to use the lan- 
guage of the report, “the idiot may learn what 
love is, though he may not know the word which 
expresses it; he may feel kindly affections while 
unable to understand the simplest virtuous prin- 
ciple; and he may begin to live acceptably to 


God before he has learned the name by which 
men call Him.” 
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In the facets and statistics presented in the re- 
port, light is shed upon some of the dark pages 
of God’s providence, and it is scen that the suf- 
fering and shame of idiocy are the result of sin, 
of the violation of the merciful laws of God, and 
of the harmonies of his benign order. The pe- 
nalties which are ordained for the violators of 
natural laws are inexorable and certain. For the 
transgressor of the laws of life there is, as in the 
case of Esau, “no place for repentance, though 
he seek it earnestly and with tears.” The curse 
cleaves to him and his children. In this view, 
how important becomes the subject of the here- 
ditary transmission of moral and physical disease 
and debility, and how necessary it is that there 
should be a clearer understanding of, and a wil- 
ling obedience, at any cost, to the eternal law 
which makes the parent the blessing or the curse 
of the child, giving strength and beauty, and the 
capacity to know and do the will of God, or be- 
queathing loathsomeness and deformity and ani- 
mal apetite, incapable of the restraints of moral 
faculties? Even if the labors of Dr. Howe and 
his benevolent associates do not materially lessen 
the amount of present actual evil and suffering 
in this respect, they will not be put forth in 
vain, if they have the effect of calling the pub- 
lic attention to the great laws of our being, the 
violation of which has made this goodly earth a 
great lazar-house of pain and sorrow. 

J. G. W. 


Report of the Proceedings of the Tract Associ- 
ation of Friends, for the year 1849-1850. 


The Managers report, That during the year 
ending Second month 28th, 1850, they have had 


printed, - - - ‘Tracts, 137,409 
The number on hand Third month Ist, 

1849, was - - - 154,677 
Making atotal of - - - 292,086 
There were on hand Third month Ist, 

1850, - - - - 180,789 
Showing a distribution during the year, 

of : - - - 111,297 

Of these, according to our monthly record, 
there were taken for distribution in Philadelphia 
and its immediate vicinity, 17,463, of which 
4,061 were for the State Penitentiary, the County 
Prison, the House of Refuge, the Almshouse, 
the Pennsylvania Hospital, the Houses of In- 
dustry, the Widows’ Asylum, and the several 
Soup Houses; 2,846 were for seamen, boatmen, 
and others along the Delaware and Schuylkill ; 
2,050 were for schools, chiefly those for coloured 
persons; 3,121 have been given to the Univer- 
salists and the members of an Infidel Association ; 
and the balance, 5,440, have been variously dis 
tributed, at the corners of the streets, at a publie 


meeting, and among medical students, factory 
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operatives, labourers in the suburbs, firemen and 
others. For other parts of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, 10,499 have been taken ; for New Eng- 
Jand (chiefly Connecticut and Rhode Island,) 
2,314, for New York, 2,989, for New Jersey, 
3,156, for Delaware, 204, for Maryland, 662, 
for Virginia, 212, for Washington, District of 
Columbia, 1,124, for North Carolina, 286, for 
Georgia, 192, for various Southern States, 954, 
for Ohio, 3,344, for Indiana, 296, for Lllinois, 
775, for Tennessee, 480, for Missouri, 96, for 
Iowa, 1,624, for the North-west Territory, 384, 
for California, and passengers going thither, 300, 
for Canada, 384, for the West Indies, 205, for 
Great Britain, 112, and for Upper Assam, India, 
192. In addition to these, 806 have been taken 
for circulation among Jews, chiefly in Philadel- 
phia and New York, 462 for the Mormons near 
the Great Salt Lake, in Upper California, and 
384 for the Shawnee Indians. 28,890 are re- 
corded as taken for general distribution. Aux- 
iliaries have received 10,612, and 11,422 have 
been sold for cash. 

From the above statement it will be seen that 
about 28,000 tracts have been taken for Phila- 
delphia and other parts of Pennsylvania. To 
this amount there should probably be added a 
large proportion of those set down as taken for 
general distribution ; so that we may estimate the 
number circulated within the limits of our own 
State at between forty and fifty thousand, or 
considerably more than one-third the whole dis- 
tribution. As it is desirable that the varied and 
instructive matter contained in our series of tracts 
should be extensively and judiciously dissemi- 
nated, we should feel encouraged by the more 
general co-operation of Friends in other states, 
and in some parts of our own State also, in this 
unpretending but useful work. In many neigh- 
bourhoods, particularly in new countries, where 

books are scarce, much advantage might re- 
sult from the labours of Friends in this way, 
either individually or by forming auxiliary asso- 
ciations. Numerous auxiliaries have been formed 
during the thirty-four years of the existence of 
the parent association, but many of them, we re- 

t to say, are now entirely inactive. May we 
all be more diligently engaged to observe the in- 
junction, “to do good and to communicate,” and 
as we endeavour thus to discharge our duty in 
Christian simplicity and humility, we shall, in 
some measure, be favoured to experience the 
truth of the declaration, “ He that watereth shall 
be watered also himself.” 

One auxiliary has been formed since our last 
report, in Washington County, Indiana, under the 
title of “The Blue River Auxiliary Tract Asso- 
ciation.” 

The number of juvenile books disposed of du- 
ring the year, is, according to our record, 2,406. 
There were on hand on the first of the present 
month, 20,735, of which 11,034 were in sheets. 

An edition of 10,000 copies of the Moral Al- 
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manac for 1850 was printed, which has }, 

mostly disposed of ; that for next year wil] “ 
bably be published in a few weeks, our cement ; 
on the subject having been engaged during the 
winter in selecting and preparing suitable matt;, 
This task is becoming every year more and yop, 
difficult, and we now call the attention of ,,, 
friends to the subject, in hopes that when the. 
meet with striking and interesting anecdot, 

well authenticated, and of an instructive, mors] ,, 
religious bearing, or short didactive paragraphs 
pithy, and sound in sentiment, they will yeney, 
ber our wants, and forward such extracts to opp 
of the managers, or information where they may 
be found. cis 

During the past year, we found it necessary {y 
call upon our friends for donations to our funds, 
in order to enable us to proceed with the publica. 
tion of our tracts. Two hundred and seventy. 
five dollars were collected by a commitece 4p. 
pointed for the purpose, chiefly from members of 
the association, which, with a number of contri. 
butions received by our Treasurer from Friends 
in the country and others, have made the dona. 
tions amount to 407 dollars. We believe there 
are Friends in neighbourhoods where no auxili- 
aries are in operation, who would willingly become 
annual subscribers and members of the Associa. 
tion. We hope such will be encouraged to send 
in their contributions to our Treasurer, with an 
intimation of their willingness to become regular 
subscribers. In this way, the necessity of fre- 
quently calling on our members and others for do- 
nations, might be avoided. 

Our receipts during the year, including do- 
nations, have been $1,157.82 cents, and our ex- 
penditures $935.60 cents. The balance in the 
treasury on the first instant was $288.64 cents, 
which will be nearly or quite all required to pay 
outstanding debts. Agreeably to the direction 
of the Association at the last annual meeting, 
we have examined the state of the Juvenile Book 
fund, and finding that nearly the whole of the 
original subscription for the publication of juve- 
nile books is permanently invested in stereotype 
plates, engravings, &c., we have authorized our 
Teasurer to merge this and the general tract ac- 
count into one. 

Our Juvenile Book Committee have been en- 
gaged, for some time past, in preparing and se- 
lecting matter for a series of school readers. 
The first of the series, intended for the younger 
classes of readers, is now in the hands of the 
siereotyper, and in a few weeks will be ready for 
sale. It is entitled ‘Select Reader, No. i.” It 
contains a variety of pieces both in prose and 
verse, which are believed to be adapted to the 
purpose for which they are designed. The price 
of the book will be put as low as the cost of the 
paper, printing and binding will justify. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the Board 
of Managers. bo 
Jostan II. Newsoxn, C/ers. 
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presume that these engines and mills, on an aver- 
age, cost at least $5,000, and with the sugar ket- 
tles, &c., would make nearly two millions of dol- 
lars which Louisiana has paid to her sister States 
for machinery alone during the above period. 

Some of the plantations have refineries, and 
others make their entire crop in white clarified 
sugar. Many of these latter have very costly ap- 
paratus and machinery, for which from $20,000 
to $10,000, $50,000 and even as high as $70,000, 
have been expended, which add greatly to the 
above estimate of the amount paid by the planters 
of the State to citizens of the other States for that 
kind of supplies. 

Mr. Champomier estimates the loss to the sugar 
crop last year, by the different crevasses, at 
18,000 hogsheads. 

Mr. C. says, from the best information he has 
been able to obtain from Texas, there are not less 
than thirty-five sugar plantations there, that will 
export about 10,000 hogsheads of the present 
crop of 1,000 pounds each, and that the export 
from thence next year wil probably be double 
that quantity.” 


Officers of the Association. 

The saetns Sisate were appointed to fill 
the respective offices of the Association for the 

suing year. 

"Clerk, —Nathan Kite. 

Treasurer ,—dJ oseph Seattergood. 

Managers,—John C. Allen, Edward Richie, 
Josiah H. Newbold, Horatio C. Wood, Samuel 
Bettle, jr., Joseph Kite, William H. Brown, 
(‘harles Evans, Israel H. Johnson, Charles J. 
Allen, Joseph Walton, jr., William L. Edwards, 
Samuel Allen, Charles Canby, Anthony M. 
Kimber. 

The Annual Meeting is held in the Mulberry 
Street Meeting House, on the last Fourth-day in 
the Third month, at half-past seven in the 
evening. 


Philadelphia, 3d mo. 12th, 1850. 





From the New Orleans Bulletin. 
THE SUGAR CROP OF LOUISIANA. 


“ Weareindebted to Mr. P. A. Champomier for 
a copy of his statement of the sugar crop of 
Louisiana for the season of 1849-"50. This isa 
highly interesting and valuable work, as regards | venient opportunity of contrasting the utility of 
this great staple of the State, and one which has | slave labour with that of free. 
required much labour, care and attention, in col-| The number of sugar estates for the season of 
lecting the correct details; to accomplish which, | 1849-50, is stated at 1,536, of which 865 are 
Mr. C. has been unremittedly employed for many | provided with steam power, and 671 with horse 
months, and has visited almost every sugar plan-| power. The same writer, from whom the Bulle- 
tation, scattered through so many parishes, and in | fin borrows these statements, Mr. Champomier, 
every section of the State. The publication con- | makes a similar report for the year 1844, which 
tains correct lists of all the sugar plantations in | may be found in the annual report of the Secre- 
the State, separately detailed for each parish, | tary of the Treasury for the year 1845, page 725, 
with the names of the owners, quantity of each | recapitulated, page 746. In the season of 1844— 
crop, distance from the city, Xc. ’45, there were only 762 sugar estates in Louis- 

It appears there are in the State 1,536 sugar | iana, less than half the present number. Of these, 
plantations, of which there are 865 provided with | 408 were provided with steam, and 354 with 
steam power, and 671 worked by horse power. | horse power. 
The produce of these plantations, during the last} Other statements contained in the same report 
season, amounted to 247,923 hogsheads, the net | of Mr. Walker, made by intelligent planters and 
weight of which is estimated at 269,796,000 | merchants of Louisiana, furnish us with data upon 
pounds. This includes an estimated weight of | which to estimate the present number and value 
about 12,500,000 pounds of wet sugar which is| of the slaves employed in the production of sugar. 
taken from the bottom of the molasses cisterns.| Edmund J. Forstall, Esq., merchant of New 
The molasses is estimated at 45 gallons to cach | Orleans, responds to Mr. Secretary Walker’s cir- 
1,000 pounds of sugar; or, in the aggregate | culars, and estimates the value of capital invested 


about 12,000,000 of gallons. Of the above 1,536 | in the sugar business, upon the best data in his 


The foregoing statement will afford us a con- 


te SSS 


plantations, there are only 1,455 which are pro- | possession. He arrives at the conclusion, that the 
ducing ones, and 81 which have been recently | value of land, slaves, and machinery, employed 
opened, having as yet made no crops. Of these | in the production of sugar for the season 1844-45, 
latter, 62 will produce crops to a limited extent | at $60,000,000. But he admits that he adopts 
next season, and 19 not until 1851-52. the census returns of 1840 as to the number of 

Since 1846, there have been erected in the slaves, and makes no addition for the increase of 
State 355 engines and sugar mills, most of them | five years. In view of the fact that the culture 
to replace old ones, or those previously worked | was rapidly on the inerease, it is fair to infer 
by horse power. Of these engines and mills, the | that the number and value of the slaves had in- 
foundries of Cincinnati have furnished 281, | creased twenty-five per cent. There were 50,679 
I ittsburg 37, Richmond 7, Baltimore 4, Louisville | of all ages and sexes thus employed in 1840 ; and 
3; New Orleans 10, Algiers (La.) 2, Gretna (La.) | twenty-five per cent. upon this number would be 
0, and the Novelty works, New York, 5. Wel about 12,500—making, say 63,000 for 1844-45, 
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From the same source, Mr. Walker's report, we 
divine the fact, that the slaves, large and small, 
are valued at $100 per head ; at which price we 
must add the value of 12,500 in order to obtain 
the true value of capital invested in the sugar 
business for the year 1845. The sum thus ob- 
tained is $5,000,000. This, added to Mr. For- 
stall’s estimate, gives $65,000,000 for the value 
of land, slaves, and machinery, employed in the 
production of sugar, in the State of Louisiana, in 
1845. According to the recent estimate of Mr. 
Champomier’ for the year 1849-50, the number 
of estates has doubled, and, consequently, the 
amount of capital and number of slaves. At this 
rate, there must be a capital of $130,000,000, 
including 126,000 slaves. The value of these 
slaves at $400 each, is $50,400,000—leaving 
only $79,600,000 for the value of land, machinery, 
&c. What, then, becomes of the economy or 
cheapness of slave labour? Is it not apparent 
that $79,200,000 in capital is all sufficient to pro- 
duce the sugar crop of Louisiana, whereas slavery 
requires the sum of $130,000,000 ? 

The single state of facts presented above is 
sufficient to demonstrate that capital invested in 
slavery is wholly unproductive. It has nothing 
to do with production—nothing. Its office is sim- 
ply to appropriate the wages of the laborer. If 
Louisiana were a free State, $79,200,000 would 
produce the sugar crop; and, although there 
would be a wider distribution of the profits, still 
-the product would be the same, and socicty would 

be equally enriched by it. 

It is to be remarked that the culture of sugar 
requires a much greater outlay than any other 
crop, in consequence of the manufacture being 
eotmbined with the production of the article. R. 
W. Harris and others, planters of Louisiana, 
whose letter will be found in Mr. Walker’s re- 
port, estimates that the expenses of a sugar estate 
are three times greater per hand than for a cot- 
ton plantation—not for the maintenance of the 
slave, but in proportion to the number employed. 
The expense of maintaining a slave is perhaps 
less on a sugar than a cotton estate, in conse- 
quence of the manufacture of molasses. It is 
stated by the same writer, Mr. Harris, and his 
associates, at $30 per annum for food and cloth- 
ing! The investment of the sugar grower, there- 
fore, is three times greater than that of the cotton 
planter in lands, buildings, machinery, Xc., and, 
consequently, we have not presented the subject 
above in its strongest aspect. The fact is well 
known, that in the cotton culture the value of the 
slaves constitute the bulk of the planter’s capital ; 


and the longer he remains in one situation the | 


greater the disproportion beconies between these 
items of his capital, in consequence of the deteri- 
oration of his land, and the increase of his ne- 
roes. 
We are aware that it will be contended that 
emancipated negroes would not do the work which 
is performed by slaves. Let that beas it may ; it 
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ae 
has nothing to do with the naked economies] ,,,,.. 
tion touching the productiveness of slave proper ' 
If emancipated slaves will not work, free.},,;, 
Anglo-Saxons will; and that is sufficient fo; the 
purpose of our argument. The fact is indis,,. 
able that freemen will do more work than slay... 
We repeat, therefore, that with free Jyhy., 
$79,200,000 invested in sugar-growing wil] pro. 
duce as much as $130,000,000 where slaves y, 
exclusively employed. In cotton planting, 
shown above, one-third the eapital will accoy. 
plish as much with free labour as can be performe) 
by the aid of slavery. 

But it will be said that we have made no alloy. 
ance for wages. We have not, because custo 
has sancticned the practice, we believe, of paying 
free agricultural labourers out of the sale of ti, 
crop at the end of the year. Such is the cas 
in the South with overseers’ salaries. The galy. 
ry of the overseer and the hire of the slave, »; 
well as the wages of the free labourers when they 
are employed in the Southern States, all come «: 
of the fruit of their labours at the end of the 
year; and, in the mean time, the overseer an 
free labourer only receive their board—thie slave 
his food and clothing. In Louisiana, the autho. 
rities we have above quoted estimate the expense 
of keeping a slave for a year at $30 for food 
clothing. This, we admit, would be too little for 
even the board of a free white labourer—his ex. 
penses in that particular would perhaps be $90); 
but the greater outlay in his case is more than 
compensated by the greater amount of labour. 
The wages, as above stated, are paid out of the 
growing crop at the end of the year, so that there 
is no necessity for keeping on hand a floating 
capital to meet that expense. 


(To be continued.) 
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PHILADELPHIA, SIXTH MONTH 29, 1850. 


New Encianp Yearty Meetine.—This Meeting 
convened as usual at Newport, on the morning 0! 
the 17th inst., where a number of Friends in the 
ministry from other Yearly Meetings were in at- 
tendance with minutes or certificates, viz., Richar! 
Mott, Thomas Willis and Nathaniel Sands, from 
New York; Clark Stephens, a minister about 
years of age, from Montpelier, Vermont ; and Anca 
C. Thornburg, from Indiana. Epistles from all the 
other Yearly Meetings, except Philadelphia avd 
Ohio, were received, and epistles in return were, @ 
a subsequent stage in the Meeting, addressed to a! 


| the other Yearly Meetings, including those trom 


which none had been received. 

We have not yet obtained a fall account of the 
proceedings, but are informed that they were cou: 
ducted with great unanimity, and that Friends were 
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comforted and refreshed together. The Report of 


the Conference at Baltimore being produced, was 
cordially united with. All the Yearly Meetings 
which appointed delegates to that Conference having 
adopted the report, that of New England being the 
last to which it was presented, we have given a 
place in our columns this week to this interesting 
and important document. 

It appears the Meeting came to a close after a 
morning session, on Sixth day, the 2Ist inst.. The 
printed minutes, when received, may probably fur- 
nish further information, which must be deferred 
till then. 

We learn that John and Elizabeth Meader were 
liberated, at the Meeting of Ministers and Elders, 
to perform a religious visit to Friends in Europe, 
and that they are expected to proceed in a few 
weeks to that field of gospel labour. 





New York Yearty Meerinc.—From the printed 
extracts we make the following selections. 


| 

“ A strong solicitude was felt while the Meeting 
was engaged on the state of the Society, as repre- 
sented by the answers to the queries, that we may 
experience that redemption which is in Christ, from 
the many entanglements which tend to mar the ex- 
cellence and lessen the usefulness of our portion of 
the visible Church—that the description given by 
the prophet, of the state of a portion of Israel, may 
not be applicable to us, “ Her gates are sunk into 
the ground, her bars are broken, her Princes are 
gone into captivity.” 

“It was affecting to observe, that the iong com- 
plained of neglect of the attendance of Meetings for 
Divine Worship, and those for discipline, still con- 
tinues—an affecting evidence, that the first and 
great commandment, ‘ thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with 
all thy might,” has not the supreme place with us, 
for when happily we thus love him, we shall delight 
in presenting our bodies, a living sacrifice holy and 
acceptable unto him, in order to manifest our alle- 
giance, and our gratitude to the Father of lights 
rom whom cometh every good, and every perfect 
gilt. An affectionate concern was manifested that 
we may all be stirred up to a more faithful per- 
formance of this solemn duty, and that when assem- 
bled in our larger or smaller Meetings, our minds 
may be reverently prostrated before the Lord, hum- 
bly craving his blessing. Thus would even small 
companies, comparable to the two or three, witness 
the fulfiment of the gracious romise, ‘There am I 
, the midst of them,’—and Meetings would be 
“aaru nese edinre chr is the power 

> In spirit and in truth of 
worship to God, has the blessed effect of imparting 
strength to all the sincere disciples of our Holy 
mop as exercise fits for exercise, and makes 
he spiritual faculties bright and strong in the work 
of the Lord.” " 

“The right education of our children in the Lord’s 
fear, was also a prominent snbject of concern while 
lamenting the varied departures from the law and 
the testimony exhibited in the reports. Probably 
some of these departures might be traced toa too 
much neglected education ; for if the minds of chil- 
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dren and young persons are left in an uncultivated 
state, not instructed in the duties which they owe 
to their Heavenly Father, nor informed of the nature 
of that grace that bringeth salvation, and is suffi- 
cient for us all, in life, and in death, with what 
contidence can we hope for their preservation trom 
the evils that are in the world, and that they will 
be likely to resist the temptations which are caleu- 
lated to Jead from that plainness and simplicity, that 
the gospel requires?” 

‘Parents were earnestly exhorted to reflect on the 
responsibility of their station as such, and earnestly 
seek for the qualification to discharge their duty to 
their offspring, that it may be said of them, as it 
was said of Abraham: ‘I know Abraham, that he 
will command his household after him.’—And it 


| was believed that Parents and heads of families, 


while performing a solemn duty, would receive im- 
portant aid in the religious education of their chil- 
dren, by having their families collected around them, 
at least once in the day, waiting for a short time in 
silence upon the Lord, and reading suitable por- 
tions of the inspired writings. Serious impressions 
in this way are often made on the susceptible minds 
of children, that operate as a guard to them when 
they crow older: and when they happily acquire a 
love for the Bible, it presents a strong guard against 
the light, trifling reading that abounds in the pre- 
sent day, which tends to dissipate serious reflection, 
and sometimes leads the mind captive into the 
mazes of uncertainty and estrangement from the 
covenant of Love and Light.” 

“A proposition from the Quarterly Meeting of 
Westbury, relative to some changes in the Discipline 
on the subject of Marriage, engaged the serious at- 
tention of the Meeting, and after some discussion it 
was concluded to refer the proposition to the solid 
consideration of a committee.” 

‘ At a subsequent sitting the committee reported 
that they had carefully attended to the subject, and 
recommended that the first, second, and fourth alter- 
ations as proposed by the Quarterly Meeting be 
adopted,—and that the third proposed change be 
rejected.” 

‘The Meeting seriously considered the proposed 
alterations, compared them with the Discipline as it 
now stands, and, with much unanimity, adopted 
them.” 


Then followsa reference to the printed discipline, 
in which the importance of the married relation is 
stated, and the duty of guarding the young against 
the formation of improper connections is impressed ; 
the following passage then occurs, the part which 
is new being in italics: 

“From a sense of the peculiar importance of the 
marriage covenant, as it regards the safety of indi- 
viduals, as well as the preservation of society from 
the injurious effects resulting from those connections, 
it is concluded, that when any Friend shall marry 
a person not a member of our Society, ‘he shall be 
disowned, unless upon being visited by a Committee, 
he expresses a desire to be retained in membership, is 
in the practice of attending Meetings, and gives evt- 
dence of attachment to our religious principles.” 


The discipline in relation to the marriage of rela- 
tives, now stands: 
“In order to prevent marriages between persons of 


too near a kin, no marriage between first cousins 
shall be permitted amongst us ; and when any per- 
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ter-marry, they shall be disowned.” by the use of intoxicating liquors, than have |p. 

The discipline relative to the restoration of per- | their lives by the horns of oxen, since the days 9; 
sons who have been disowned for marrying con- | Moses. The misery occasioned by ferocious ap. 
trary to the order, now stands: mals generally extends no further than to the jm. 
mediate sufferers and their own connexions: }y 
the evils arising from the consumption of jntoy). 
cating liquor usually involve the family of the jno. 
briate, and even extend, in the form of hereditary 
disease, to descendants of the second or third genp. 
ration. If the neglect to restrain the smaller ey)) 
; “ss = was a capital offence, what must be thought of a). 
an extraordinary petition to the British Parliament, | joing the greater to prevail almost uncontrolle\ 
which we copy from the Bristol Temperance | through city and country? If the Hebrew owners 
Herald of the present month. This petition, which | had trained their oxen to the habit of pushing with 
is suid to be signed by 245 prisoners in the House | 1}¢;, horns, and then turned them out into the high. 
of Correction, eS simple, yet forcible way to practice their art upon such unwary travel. 
manner, the destructive effects of those shops where ‘Jers as they might happen to meet, the 
drunkards are made. It is of little moment what " 
particular species of intoxicating liquors is offered 
to the depraved appetite of the slave of intempe- 
rance. ‘The kinds are various, but the effect the 
same.”’? And it is difficult to perceive how any one 
who regards the virtue or happiness of our race, can 
feel excused from exercising his influence, wherever 
it can be brought into action, towards banishing 
those nuisances from society. 

In the Mosaic institutions we find the following 
provision: ‘If an ox gorea man or a woman, that 
they die, then the ox shall be surely stoned, and his 
flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox 
shall be quit. But if the ox were wont to push with 
his horn in time past, and it hath been testified to 
his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he 
hath killed a man ora woman, the ox shall be 
stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death. If 
there be laid on him a sum of money, then he shall 
give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is laid 
upon him.” Exodus 21: 28—30. The latter pro- 
vision was no doubt designed to apply to cases at- 
tended by mitigating circumstances ; for in Num. | the 12th ult., Martua J., wife of William Hodges, 
35: 31, a pecuniary commutation for the life of a! in the 39th year of her age. She was a member 0! 
murderer is forbidden. And the owner, who was | China Monthly Meeting—having but recently re- 


' é' ce its limi an acknow- 
acquainted with the vicious propensity of the ani- moved from its limite-—end had been an ackno 


ae ; ledged minister about six years. Many friends, iat 
mal, and neglected to restrain him, was evidently | and near, lament the removal of one in the midst 


adjudged an accessory to the murder. of her usefulness from the militant church, whose 
Without wishing to apply the rigours of the Mo- faithful labours have been so extensively felt and 
¥ ; appreciated by those among whom her lot has been 
: oer cast, in the course of her visits on Truth’s account. 
fitably recur to the moral principle involved in the | Not only from the frequent expressions of our be- 
foregoing provision. loved friend, but also from the earnestness and in- 
The neglect to restrain a vicious animal. rendered dustry with — — laboured in the — aa 
ee 7 re ‘ts ehensi0! 

the owner responsible for the mischief done. Now yard and pursued her prospects, an appr 


‘ 2 Ee aoe was entertained that her service here was to be 
the man or the community that permits intoxicating | chort- and just before her last illness she remarked 


liquors to vitiate the appetites and deteriorate the | that her task seemed to bedone. Her sickness was 
morals of the juvenile class, is allowing a greater | short but severe. In the course of it she said she 


had no choice on her own account which way !t 
enemy to our race to roam at large, than ever ap- turned with her. Though she felt herself to be an 


peared in the form of a vicious ox. It is probable unprofitable servant, yet she believed through the 
that more people perish in a single year, in every | merey of Gud she should be accepted. Alter 4 


“ When those who have been disowned for marrying 
contrary to discipline, become desirous of being re- 
united to Society, they may be restored in the manner 
prescribed for persons requesting to be received into 
membership.” 


—_—<$—$. 
sons of degrees of kindred as near as these shall in- State of the Union, and in every county of Englang. 
| 


We have introduced into our columns this week, 


case would 
| have borne some analogy to the custom of manufac. 
| turing intoxicating liquors, and exposing them to 
| sale wherever purchasers can be found. 

It is needless to pursue the analogy, but it woul 
be well for those who are accessory, either actively 
or by connivance, to the distribution and consump. 
tion of the inebriating draught, to test their conduct 
| by the morality of the Mosaic provision. Which 
would be most wounding to a parent, to have a son 
or a daughter gored to death by an ox, or to have 
one consigned to the grave of a drunkard ? 





We have received accounts of the Yearly Meet- 
ings of London and Dublin, but too late to be 
arranged for insertion in the present number. 


We are informed that our friends John Candler 
and George W. Alexander, whose visit to the West 
Indies has been noticed in previous numbers, arrived 
with their wives at New York a few days ago. 


Diep,—At her residence in Vassalboro, Me., on 
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saic law to the case of drunkenness, we may pro- 
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season of great ration, when her friends were 

thered around her awaiting her close, she sud- 
fen! revived and exclaimed, “ Bless the Lord, Om ; 
salt He is able to sustain in one situation as well 
as another; and I have reverently to acknowledge 
this morning, that His terrors do not make me 
afraid.’ She passed away at last, like one falling 
into a sweet sleep. 

After a large and solemn meeting, wherein seve- 
ral testimonies were borne to the Lord’s goodness 
and mercy, to the humbling and tendering of many 
hearts, her remains were interred in Friends’ bury- 
ing ground at Vassalboro, on the 16th. 

——, At the residence of her son, William Wat- 
son, near Mount Pleasant, Ohio, on the 31st ult., 
Ayn, widow of the late John Watson, a member of 
Cross Creek Particular Meeting, and formerly of 
Durham, England, in the 87th year of her age. 
This dear Friend, for many years, suffered at times 
great mental depression, yet her friends have a 
comfortable trust that her end was peace. 


EXTRAORDINARY PETITION TO PARLIAMENT. 


We understand the following petition has been 
forwarded for presentation to the House of Lords. 
As embodying the sentiments of those who have 
practically experienced the evil effects of beer- 
shops, it can hardly fail to make a great impres- 
tion. We should be glad if others would follow 
the example. 

“To the Right Honourable, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersigned, prisoners in 
the County House of Correction at Preston, in 
Lancashire, humbly showeth, That your petition- 
ers have had painful experience of the miseries, 
bodily and spiritual, produced by beer houses, 
and are fully assured that those places constitute 
the greatest obstacles to the social, moral and reli- 
gious progress of the labouring classes. They 
are alike injurious to old and young. By fre- 
quenting them, parents bring their families to 
disgrace and ruin; and children are familiarised 
with vice and crime. They combine whatever 
is demoralizing in the «ale-house, pawn-shop, 
‘fence-shop,’ gaming-house, and brothel. 

Your petitioners have all been drawn, by fre- 
quenting beer-houses, into offences and crimes of 
which they might otherwise have remained inno- 
cent. We speak from our own direct and bitter 
knowledge, when we declare that beer-houses 
lead to Sabbath breaking, blasphemy, fraud, rob- 
bery, stabbings, manslaughters and murders. 

Your petitioners, therefore, desiring that others 
may be saved from the fate which has overtaken 
them, humbly, but most earnestly pray, that your 
Lordships would be pleased to take such measures 
as will, on the one hand, lead to the entire sup- 
pression of the beer-house curse, and on the other, 
promote whatever may hold out the prospect of 
wholesome and rational amusement for the work- 
ing population of the kingdom. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c.” 
SIGNED By 245 MALE PRISONERS. 
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BALTIMORE CONFERENCE, 
Held in 7th mo. 1849. 


At a meeting of the Committees of the Yearly 
Meetings of Friends of New York, New England, 
Baltimore, North Carolina and Indiana, nearly all 
the members being present, assembled in Confer- 
ence at Baltimore, in the Seventh month, 1849, 
agreeably to a proposition from the Yearly Meet- 
ing of New York, united with by the other Yearly 
Meetings above named, to take into consideration 
the present tried state of our Society, and to la- 
bour for its restoration to that unity and fellow- 
ship that formerly characterized it, 

On assembling for this important and solemn 
purpose, we were brought very humbly to crave 
the assistance of Him who alone can rightly di- 
rect us in the discharge of the service confided to 
us, and fervent are our petitions that we may be 
favoured te find access to the hearts of those for 
whom we are brought into deep and fecling exer- 
cise. 

The promotion of the cause of our Holy Re- 
deemer should at all times be the paramount 
consideration with all His professed followers, 
and the advancement of His Kingdom upon the 
earth should be our prayerful, individual and col- 
lective concern. We have abundant evidence, 
we cannot doubt, that it was in the ordering of 
the Holy Head of the Church, that our fore- 
fathers, in religious profession, were separated 
from the world, and from the various sects of 
professing Christendom, and led to entertain 
those views of the purity and spirituality of the 
gospel dispensation by which they were distin- 
guished. The preservation with which our reli- 
gious Society has been so eminently blessed, the 
spread in the world at large, in a greater or less 
degree, of the benign principles which we profess, 
notwithstading individual unfaithfulness in the full 
support of them, are comforting evidences that 
the Lord has been pleased to be gracious to us, 
and call for earnest and abiding dedication to 
Him, and for watchfulness unto prayer that the 
enemy of the Church, and of man, be not suffered 
to come in and destroy our goodly heritage. It 
is only as we keep inahumble and dependent 
state, looking unto the one Shepherd whose 
voice may be heard and who will protect his flock, 
that we can know an abiding in the fold of 
safety. 

In asolemn review of the present situation of 
our beloved Society, it is sorrowfully evident, that 
the peace, the harmony, the unity, and the fellow- 
ship which are indispensible to our prosperity 
and usefulness as a branch of the militant church, 
have been lessened and seriously interrupted; but 
we humbly trust, that with the Divine blessing it 
will conduce to the restoration of that harmony 
and love which formerly characterized Friends, 
for us to recur to the alone sure foundation and to 
that system of Church government, which in 
best Wisdom has been reared thereon, and which 
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has stood against many floods and tempests 
through a long series of years. 

This foundation is none other than Christ 
Jesus, the Rock of Ages. A firm belief in Him 
as our Saviour and Redeemer, as our only hope 
of glory and eternal blessedness, has ever been 
confessed by us; and full have been our acknow- 
ledgments to His eternal Divinity; to all that He 
has done for us without us, in that prepared body 
when He came to do His Father’s will; to the ef- This subordination and order remain to be os. 
ficacy of His atoning sacrifice on the cross; to Eis | sential to our preservation, and cannot be depart. 
ascension, His mediation and intercession for the | ed from. Any innovation must necessarily |e] 
children of men. Nor less have we felt constrain- | to weakness and confusion, and the cause of truth 
ed to bear our testimony to a living practical | must suffer from it. As introduced and practis. 
faith in the immediate teachings and guidance of | ed by our ancestors, they are simple and effective 
the Holy Spirit, and to the Divine authority of | for they are founded in the truth, and derive their 
the Holy Scriptures, gratefully accepting them as | authority therefrom. Nor can their excrcise jy 
having been written by holy men of old as they | this authority ever prove oppressive to meetings 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. These funda- or individuals, but strengthening and preserr 
mental truths, and in connexion therewith, our | ing. 
views in regard to the Divine call to, the true | In the history of our Society, it is found that as 


terly to the Yearly Meeting. The last being the 
highest tribunal in this Church Organization 
from whose decisions there is no appeal, and o-, 
ercising over all below it, a power of Supervision 
and control, looking to the good of the member, 
composing them, and to the honour of truth; and le 
all cases where it deems it necessary, directiye 
their proceedings in the authority which the try:) 
gives. 


; 
# 


preparation for, and the proper exercise of, a liv- 
ing gospel ministry, the spiritual nature of the 
worship of God, and all those important testimo- 
nies connected with our christian profession, 
have been abundantly testified to by our Society 


in many solemn declarations of faith that have | 


keen from time to time set forth to the world; 


and while we do not now feel called upon to en- | 


large upon these particulars, or to repeat those 
declarations of our christian faith and doctrines, 


our numbers increased, our meetings necessarily 
| were multiplied, and additional Yearly and Sub. 
ordinate Meetings were established ; each Yearly 
| Meeting being independent of the others in form. 
ing and administering its own discipline, and yet 
all being bound together in the maintenance of 
the same blessed doctrines and in the support of 
the same christian testimonies; being essentially 
one people, a member removing from one Yearly 
Meeting into another, is entitled to all the rights 


having the consoling belief that they are accepted 
and acknowledged by Friends throughout our re- 
ligious Society, yet we earnestly desire that we 
may in no wise lapse into any defection herein. | when concerned to visit the Churches, are accred- 
Resting in the unchangeable truths of the Gos- | ited in this capacity by presenting testimonials of 
pel, our worthy forefathers, under the enlighten- | their being in unity as such with their friends at 
ing influence of Divine grace, early saw the home, and thus and in many other ways, the ben- 
necessity of that organization of meetings, and efits of our religious compact are extended 
the establishment of that christian discipline, | throughout the Society at large. 
which are essential to our preservation and pros-| Asa connecting link between the different 
perity, and very full, solemn and forcible is the | Yearly Mectings, as a means of opening a chan- 
anguage of that devoted servant of Christ, nel through which a knowledge of the affairs of 
George Fox, when he refers to the setting up of | truth may be made known, and by which each 
meetings for discipline and the authority in which | body may assist the others, either in the way of 
they shouldbe held. “They were sct up by the counsel or encouragement, and for the comfort 
Spirit and power of the Lord God,” “and the and edification of one another, an epistolary cor- 
power of the Lord God is the authority of your | respondence was early introduced and has been 


and privileges of the members of the Yearly 
Meeting into which he removes. Ministers of 
the Gospel, in the discharge of their high calling, 
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men’s and women’s meetings.” And however 
high and holy may be the profession which this 
necessarily involves, experience has always veri- 
fied the truth, that it has been as they are thus 
held, that they have fulfilled the purposes of their 
establishment. In the organization of these 
meetings a beautiful order was introduced, con- 
sistent with the simplicity and authority of the 
unchangeable truth; an order which has proved 
eminently salutary and efficient in the Church. 
Yearly, Quarterly, Monthly and Preparative 
Meetings, were set up and are still continued, 
for the purpose of Church government, subordi- 
nate and accountable one unto another, Prepara- 
tive to Monthly, Monthly to Quarterly, and Quar- 


|maintained by Yearly Meetings in the openings 
of truth at their annual convocations, a practice 
which has been so evidently owned and blessed 
_by the Holy Head of the Church, that it cannot 
‘be discontinued without seriously affecting the 
welfare of Society. 
We are deeply impressed with the conviction 
that any continued departure from the usages ol 
our religious Society, in the particulars to which 
we have now briefly adverted, cannot fail to be 
| productive of very serious conséquences, and on 
‘account of the painful circumstances that have 
been presented to us,we feel bound to bear as 
_lemn testimony, more specifically in relation 
some of these subjects. 
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This Conference is united in the belief, that it 
is essential for us clearly to understand and in- 
yiolably to sustain the rights that belong to distinct | 
Yearly Meetings. It cannot be questioned that | 
‘fa Yearly Meeting should manifest unsound ness 
in Christian fuith, if it should promulgate views | 
inconsistent with the principles professed by | 
Friends, or should not maintain our Christian tes- 
timonies, that it may then become the duty of 
the other Yearly Meetings to extend to it 
brotherly entreaty or admonition for its restora. | 
tion. But in the exercise of those functions | 
which legitimately and exclusively belong to it- 
self, as the forming or administering its own dis- 
cipline, any interference by another Yearly 
Meeting, or attempt to control its action in these 
respects, would be an infraction of our establish- 
ed order, and fraught with consequences perilous 
to the whole brotherhood of Yearly Meetings ; 
against which we feel solemnly bound to bear 
testimony. 

An abridgment of the rights of members, by 
refusing to receive credentials issued by the 
meetings in another Yearly meeting, except for 
causes provided for in discipline, is subversive of 
the established order of Society. On the other 


——EE 


hand any attempt on the part of a meeting to| 


confer upon individuals, privileges which they 
have forfeited in their own meeting, or to sustain 
them in assumed rights to which they are not 
entitled, cannot fail to produce confusion and to 
disturb the harmony of Friends. 

We desire most earnestly but affectionately to 
urge Friends every where solemnly to reflect 
upon these things, and where there has been any 
departure from the long established order of our 
religious Society, under whatever pretext, that 
they pause and endeavour to realize the effects 
that must inevitably result therefrom. It is not 
to be expected that the great body of Friends 
can long remain passive, if important and vital 
practicesand usages of our Society, which are es- 
sential to our prosperity as a people, are neglect- 
ed or violated. 

It is the united sense and judgment of this 
Conference, that wherever there has been a de- 
parture from the usages to which we have advert- 
ed, where Yearly Meetings have refused to cor- 
respond with or to receive the official communi- 
cations addressed to them by other Yearly 
Meetings, harmony and unity cannot be re- 
stored without a return to our established order 
and usages. 

Most affectionately do we desire to press these 
considerations upon Friends; the consequences 
are momentous, and earnestly do we crave that 
the blessed Head of the Church may be pleased 
to grant that our brotherly entreaties, offered in 
that love which desires the good and preservation 
of all, may be received and heeded, that, the 
breaches may be healed, and that in the love and 
fellowship of the Gospel we may be favored to 
walk together in the Light of the Lord. | 
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To all our dear friends wherever situated, who 
feel themselves placed under circumstances of 
peculiar trial in consequence of the present diffi- 
culties in our beloved Society, we would offer the 
expression of our tender sympathy and the words 
of brotherly encouragement, to be patient under 
their present sufferings and manifold discourage- 
ments, and not to seek in their own will and 


| time for an escape, before the Lord be pleased to 


open a way for their relief. If you cannot al- 
ways rejoice in hope, yet endeavour to be “ pa- 
tient in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer;” 
‘“‘constantly endure and make not haste in the 
time of trouble.” Let nothing weaken your at- 
tachment to the cause of Christ, or your adher- 
ence to those precious principles and testimonies 
which have been handed down to us from our 
forefathers in the truth, and be very careful, we 
tenderly entreat you, that none of the things 
which surround you draw away your attention 
from the work of the Lord in your own hearts. 
Take heed to the convictions of the Holy Spirit, 
and be faithful to his teachings, that you may 
‘ grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.”” “ He that dwelleth 
in the secret place of the Most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty.” “ Beeause 
theu hast made the Lord which is my refuge, 
even the Most High thy habitation, there shall 
no evil befal thee, neither shall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling.”’ 

Whilst we have been deeply concerned for the 
welfare of our own members, we have not been 
unmindful of those in different Yearly Meetings, 
who have separated themselves from their bre- 
thren. Towards these we have felt drawn in much 
tenderness for their good. And we are engaged 
affectionately to encourage Friends in all their 
different meetings, to cultivate towards them 
feelings of true Christian forbearance and love, 
that if it shall please the blessed Head of the 
Church to draw their hearts to return to us, the 
arms of Friends may be open to receive them 
into the fellowship and unity of the Church, that 
we may be permitted to rejoice in the experience 
of that day when we can all take sweet counsel 
together, and go up in company to the house of 
the Lord. 


And now beloved friends, everywhere, with 
feelings of tenderness and affectionate regard, 
under a grateful sense of the goodness of our 
Heavenly Father, in condescending to be near 
us on this interesting and solemn occasion, con- 
triting our hearts together and bringing us very 
near to each other in unity and love, we “com- 
mend you to God, and the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sancti- 


fied.”’ 


Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
Conference, Exwaun Corrin, Clerk. 


Baltimore, Md., 12th of the Seventh Mont, 1849. 
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From the London Friend. 
LAYARD'S RESEARCHES IN NINEVEH. 
Illustrations of Scripture. 
(Continued from page 583.) 

We have now to examine the illustration which 
these remains afford to the study of Scripture 
and ancient literature generally. 

There is hardly anything in the sculptures that 
forces itsclf more prominently on the attention, 
than the rich and stately robes in which the kings 
and priucipal personages are attired. These rich 
os are so constantly alluded to, that it is 

ifficult to make a selection of the passages in 
both sacred and classical literature, where the 
celebrity of the work of Babylonian looms is re- 
corded. Every one recollects the Babylonish gar- 
ment at Jericho, and the needle-work of divers 
colours that Sisera was to bring home; there is 
also the detailed description of the robes of the 
priest, including the breast-plate, curious girdle, 
the ends of which Josephus says hung down to 
the feet, as are seen in the sculptures, and the 
mitre, besides the hangings of the tabernacle, 
which were of the most sumptuous description. 
In Exodus xxxix. 3, it is said, they beat gold into 
thin plates, and cut it into wires to work in with 
the embroidery of divers colours. This is men- 
tioned in almost the same words by Pliny, as one 
of the works for which the Babylonians were 
famous. From this we may infer, and of which 
we shall afterwards find that there is such abun- 
dant proof, that the manners and customs as well 
as the manufactures of the various people of the 
Kast, including Egypt, were extremely similar, 
and in many respects identical; confirming the 
impression also proved elsewhere, that there was 
a constant interchange of communication between 
them by commerce and otherwise. 

The various details connected with the art of 
war are, as we should expect to find them, ela- 
borately represented, and in connection with the 
Egyptian remains and paintings, confirm their 
universal similarity; the employment of chariots 
by the Egyptians, Canaanites and Israelites is 
frequently alluded to in the Bible. This is 
equally evidenced in the sculptures, for we there 
find their employment universal, both for war and 
the chase, not only in the armies of the Assyrians, 
but in those of their enemies, and brought as tri- 
bute from a conquered people. Those of the 
Assyrians held three persons, the driver, the king, 
and an attendant warrior, or three warriors. We 
have no evidence from the Bible of more than 
two in those of the Israelites. In this they agree 
with the Egyptian paintings, but it is remarkable 
that some of the enemies of these latter are repre- 
sented with three, like the Assyrians. The three 
active and vigorous horses dragging the light 
two-wheeled chariot at full gallop, while at the 
same time they are under the complete command 
of the driver, though exercising his full strength, 
remind us of the furious driving of Jehu, the son 
of Nimshi. 
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It must be remarked that the sculptures re 
senting the scale armour, and elaborately 


Te. 


Ag Me deco. 
rated chariots with rich horse trappings, and war. 


riors armed with the bow, are among the remains 
of the oldest period, thus proving the antiquity of 


the customs. Ezekiel menticns precious ¢liths 
fur chariots.—xxvii. 20. Horsemen as wel] as 
chariots, are constantly mentioned in the Bible. 
as in Nahum, referring to Nineveh itself: « ff), 
horseman lifteth up both the bright sword anq 
glittering spear.”? This is all substantiated by 
the remains. 

The high walled towns and the method of 
attacking them, seen on the sculptures, may be 
described in the very words of the Bible, both jy 
allusion to the Babylonians as well as others,— 
“Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus Nebuchad. 
nezzar, king of Babylon . . . with horses and 
with chariots, and with horsemen and companies, 
and much people. ... He shall make a fort 
against thee, and cast a mount against thee, and 
lift up a buckler against thee. And he shall set 
engines of war against thy walls, and with his 
axes he shall break down thy towers. . . . as 
men enter into a city wherein is made a breach.” 
Ezekiel xxvi. 7, 8,9. Again, in xxi. 22—* to 
appoint battering-rams against the gate, to cast a 
mount and to build a fort ;” and in Isaiah—*Io 
shall not come into the city nor shoot an arrow 
there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a 
bank against it,” xxxvii. 35. And again, “ the 
Gammadims were in thy towers; they hanged 
their shields upon thy walls round about,” Eze- 
kiel xxvii. 11. All this is to be seen, even to the 
shields hanging on the battlements ; and from the 
great height of the walls in many of the sculptures, 
we may easily understand how, in the language 
of Eastern metaphor, they were said to be walled 
up to heaven. The battering-rams are usually 
on four or six wheels, though sometimes without 
any, and they are either with or without towers 
filled with warriors. The archers are accompanied 
by an attendant, who holds a shield before him 
while he discharges his arrow; in another place 
the soldiers are seen forcing the stones from the 
wall with spears. Similar subjects and imple- 
ments are found on the Egyptian paintings, but 
the form of the battlements is there somewhat 
different. 

There is one remarkable discovery which must 
not be overlooked, although it does not lead to 4 
certain conclusion. It is a chamber regularly 
vaulted with brick, on the principle of an arch, 
which we have always imagined to be a compara- 
tively modern discovery. This part of the ques- 
tion we must leave ; but the fact that it appeared 
to have been subjected to an intense heat, and to 
be filled with a quantity of slag and other vitrified 
substance, would seem to identify it with a fur- 
nace ; and naturally suggests the inquiry, whether 
this was similar to that which was heated seven 
times hotter than it was wont to be heated, for 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
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There is no passage more fully iat Billie dadeinaaly | minutely 
illustrated by the monuments, than Ezekiel xxiii. 
12-15. Tt must be remembered that Ezeckicl 
prop phesied “in the land of the Chaldeans, by 
the river Chebar,” in the higher parts of Meso- 

tamia, wnere he had been placed with his fel- 
low-eaptives, by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby- 
lon. In point of time, therefore, it was shortly 
after the final capture of Nineveh, and in locality, 
so near to that famous city, that the prophet was 

robably well acquainted with the character and 
subjects of these or similar sculptures. We sub- 
join what appears to us a more literal translation 
of the original, in which he describes, as through- 
out the chapter, the idolatrous apostacy of J udah 
and Israel. “She dofed on the sons of Assyria, 
governors, and neighbouring princes, exquisitely 
clothed—horsemen ‘riding on horses, all of them 
choice men and desirable. . . . . verse 14—and 
when she saw men delineated on the wall, images 
of the Chaldeans pourtrayed in vermilion, girded 
with a girdle round their loins, with flowing 
dyed attire on their heads, all of them with the 
aspect of princes, like to the Chaldees, sons of 
Babylon, the land of their nativity,” Xe. Ke. 

This passage speaks for itself; its exact corres- 
pondence with the representations of Assyrian 
chiefs on the bas-reliefs of ancient Nineveh, ren- 
ders any comment almost unnecessary. The dis- 
covery that this was for a thousand years the 
customary method of decorating her palaces, 
affords the best practical commentary that could 
be offered. ‘Traces of vermilion are evcn now 
visible on the sculptures, although from lapse of 
time and decay, the colours employed by the 
architect have in great measure disappeared. 

“The Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair 
branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of 
an high stature ; and his top was among the thick 
boughs. The waters made him great, the deep 
set kim on high with her rivers running round 
about his plants, and sent out her little rivers 
unto all the trees of the field. Therefore his 
height was exalted above all the trees of the field, 
and his boughs were multiplied, and his branches 
became long because of the multitude of waters 
when he shot forth. All the fowls of heaven 
made their nests in his boughs, and under his 
branches did all the beasts of the field bring forth 
their young, and under his shadow dwelt all great 
nations.’’—Ezekiel xxxi. 3-6. 

Were all other history silent, the character and 
extent of the ruins would confirm to the utter- 
most this description of the greatness of the Assy- 
rian empire. That they were a maritime people, 
as this remarkable passage leads us to infer, we 
have many proofs in the sculptures. That she 
derived herstrength from the waters by fertilizing 
the country, the remains of the canals or little 
rivers sent out for irrigation afford complete evi- 
dence, and the various objects represented 
throughout, and especially on the obelisk, illus- 
trate their foreign commerce, as well as offerings 
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brought as tribute by captive states. Fora most 
ingenious and skilful collation of all the references 
to this subject in ancient literature, we are in- 
debted to Professor Heeren, who, by a combina- 
tion of the evidence afforded by numerous detach- 
ed passages, has been enabled to place the whole 
character and particulars of this obscure period in 
a comparatively clear light. He has by this 
means arrived at the conclusion, which he con- 
firms by a reference to numerous authorities, that 
the Babylonians received the costly products of 
Arabia, and at least of the southern part of India 
and Taprobana or Ceylon, through the Persian 
rulf. Herodotus says, that Tylo, an island on 
this gulf, furnishes timber fit for ship-building, 
in which their own country was deficient, and we 
have on the sculptures from Khorsabad, engraved 
in M. Botta’s large work, a scene representing a 
number of ships towing and loading large beams 
of timber; there are also several other views of 
large ships with two banks of oars and many 
rowers, sailing in the sea, the latter indicated by 
marine animals, such as turtles, Xc., and also by 
a figure in the form of a merman. This proves 
sufficiently their maritime character; but it is 
uncertain whether the trade to India was carried 
on by them or the Pheenicians. Heeren thinks 
the latter. Macai and Ormus, at the mouth of 
the Gulf, were the depots for cinnamon from 
Ceylon, and, therefore, probably formed the limit 
of the Babylonian navigation. Besides these 
articles, the shores of Arabia as well as the is- 
lands, were famous for the best cotton ; there was 
also a trade in pearls and in richly carved handles 
for walking sticks, and therefore probably for 
swords ; the latter are very strikingly represented 
on the sculptures, and are of great beauty, but the 
walking-sticks are represented without handles. 
We read that Solomon had a navy of ships of 
Tarshish, which once “in three years brought 
gold and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.” 
Some of the above commodities are the produce 
of India, and we may therefore infer, that it was 
soraewhere on the Indian sea or Persian Gulf. 
The length of the voyage would render the suppo- 
sition plausible, that they may have gone round 
by the Cape of Good Hope, stopping on their way 
at Tartessus, or Tarshish, near the column of 
Hercules. Be this as it may, the sculptures 
afford a singular illustration of the passage. It 
has been stated that on the obelisk are represented 
persons bringing to the king tribute of animals 
from Eastern Asia, the two-humped camel from 
Bactria, the Indian elephant, the rhinoceros, and 
three species of apes, proving the partiality for 
these animals with eastern: monarchs; a fact 
which is also illustrated by the Egyptian paint- 
ings. We may, perhaps, wonder at the mention 
of them in the sacred scriptures, but it now 
affords a fresh and remarkable proof of their 
authenticity. It must be recollected that the 
obelisk is of the earliest period of Assyrian art, 
and therefore previous to the time of Solomon. 
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From this and other facts already touched upon, 

it will be inferred that there was considerable | 
communication, friendly, commercial, or other- | 
wise, between the various countries of the Kast; | 
and as the references to it in the Bible are numer- | 


ous, and the proofs from the sculptures also im- | state that the Grand Jury was then engaged jn 1), 
portant, it may be worth while to cxamine them | : 


a little more in detail. 
(To be continued.) 


LONGEVITY. 


There is at present residing in Southampton, 
England, says a foreign paper, an old man named 
Wade, the last survivor of Captain Cook’s com- 
panions in his voyage round the world. He is 
99 years of age, and is in possession of all his 
faculties. He was present at Captain Cook’s 
death, and himself received a spear-wound from 
one of the Islanders. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


During the past week but little has been done in 
either house of Congress. The attention of the 
Senate has been principally engrossed by the con- 
sideration of the Omnibus Bill. Numerous amend- 
ments have been offered and rejected. On the 17th 
inst., an amendment, offered by Senator Soule, pro- 
viding ‘‘ That the territories of Utah and New Mexi- 
co, when admitted as States, shall be admitted into 
the Union with or without slavery, as their Constita- 
tion may provide at the time of their admission,” 
was adopted by a vote of 38 yeas to 12 nays. 

Col. Monro, the United States Military Governor 
in New Mexico, is said to have issued a Proclama- 
tion directing the election of delegates to a Conven- 
to be held for the purpose of drafting a State Consti- 
tution, and forming a State Government for the 
Territory. The Convention was to assemble at 
Santa Fe on the 19th of last month. 

According to au account contained in a letter from 
H. A. Smith, the delegate from New Mexico, the 
present population is at Jeast ninety thousand, of 
whom ten or twelve thousand are Pueblo Indians. 
These Judians are stated to be a quiet, honest, in- 
offensive and industrious people, owning the best 
lands in the territory, paying taxes, and entirely 
devoted to agricultural pursuits, Of the Americans 
residing in New Mexico, many are emigrants from 
Missouri, and they are stid to be as much opposed 
to the introduction of slavery as the native popula- 
tion. It istherefore probable the plan of allowing 
New Mexico to come into the Union, with or with- 
out slavery, as the people themselves may choose, 
if carried into effect, will result in the formation of 
a free state. 

By a recent arrival at New York, we learn that 
San Francisco has again been visited by a destruc. 
tive conflagration—fully one-third of the town is re- 

yrted to have been destroyed. The loss of property 
is estimated at not less than four millions of dollars. 

This fire is supposed to be the work of incendia- 
ries, and a reward of $10,000 has been offered by 
the Mayor for the detection of the criminals. 

The work of rebuilding has been actively prose- 
cuted. 

Several robberies have been perpetrated between 
Panama and Chagres. Capt. Bowman, returning 
from San Francisco, was robbed between Panama 
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and Cruces of about $7000 in gold dust and ¢o), 
A part of the treasure has been discovered. ¢, 
the same day Marsh of New York, who wa. 
returning in company with Capt. B. was also jo}. 
bed of $1000, $500 of which have been recoye;e, 

Accounts from New Orleans of the 19th y) 





investigation of the case of Gen. Lopez, who stay, 
charged with having violated the neutrality laws of 
tle United States. : 

Numerous petitions have been presented to 

Constitutional Convention of Ohio from the fro 
| people of colour in that State, asking for an eqys: 
| participation in civil and political rights. ‘he, 
were received and referred by a vote of 76 yeas {) 
| 26 nays. - 

An English paper of a recent date says the steam. 
| ship Firefly arrived at Spithead on the 30th uit, 
| from her station on the west coast of Africa. The 
slave-trade continued to flourish in spite of al! ef. 
| forts to put it down. The Firefly had taken eleyey 

prizes during her cruise on the coast, two of which 

were full, containing 980 slaves; and on the 19th o! 

Third month, off Ambriz, a large American barqye 

called the Navarre, from Philadelphia, and haying 
'a Brazilian crew below. The Waterwitch ha 
captured a Jarge brig off Benguela, with 800 slaves 
on board. The Rattler had taken a fine brig with 
840 slaves on board, off Benguela. The Pluto had 
captured a large American brig, empty, which she 
destroyed. The Fiying Fish captured a brigantiie 
off Kabenda, which she destroyed. / 

The brig Excellent, of New Orleans, arrived at 
Norfolk on the 19th ult., in charge of Lieutenants 
Gansevoort and Bruce of the U. 8. Navy. 
captured off Ambriz on the coast of Atnica, by the 
| U. S. Ship John Adams, charged with being en- 
gaged in the African slave-trade. 

Advices from New Orleans state that the crevasse 
'at Point Coupee was fourteen feet deep and six 
| hundred yards wide. The destruction of property 

has been immense. The whole of Attakapas count 
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was threatened with inundation, endangering hu.- 
dreds of plantations. 

H. B. Williams has arrived at New Orleans from 
California, with a lump of gold embedded in quartz, 
weighing fifty pounds. It was found near the Ma- 
ripora river, and is said to be worth $6000. 

The Nauvoo Temple was destroyed by a hurr: 
cane on the 27th of Fifth month. This temple, 
which was built by the Mormons, was finished in 
1845, and was nearly destroyed by fire in 1848. It 
had since been purchased by the Icarian Commv- 
nity of Socialists, who were engaged in repairing !t 
with a view to fitting it up for schools, study and 
meeting halls, and a refectory to accommodate one 
‘thousand persons. The storm burst forth with such 
violence that the workmen were obliged to fly pre- 
cipitately to escape from the falling walls. 

The steamship Cambria arrived at Halifax on the 
2ist inst., bringing European news one week later 
than was previously received. The information 
from France and the continent generally, is more 
pacific and encouraging than for some time belore. 





NEW ENGLISH FREE LABOUR PRINTS. 


Just received, in addition to a large assortment 0! 
new styles made in Philadelphia, a handsome ve 
riety of fine English Free Labour Prints. 

GEO W. TAYLOR, 
N. W. cor. of Fifth and Cherry Sts. 





